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2020: New Hope, New Heights
By: Fr. William
As we enter into the new year, I would like to begin by thanking you all for
all of the work which we were able to accomplish together in the old one!
Ultimately, through your dedication and sacrifice, we have continued to see
the spread of the Gospel and the growth of our community in the midst of the
people of Lexington. As a result of your efforts, we were able to reach out and
provide charity and compassion to those throughout the Commonwealth and
beyond. And we are all conscious that we would have been in no position to
make our own sacrifices had they not been made by those who came before
us. For it is ever the shoulders of our fathers that we stand on as we peer towards the future.
Our theme for the 2020 Stewardship campaign—Past and Present: Faithful to Our Tradition
While Investing in Our Future—takes this shared sacrifice throughout history into account. Yet
instead of those many words, we might sum the whole concept up with a single word—
“tradition”. The Greek work for tradition is παράδοσις (to pass on; lit. “to give beside”). It simply
means that the same faith and practices that were given to us by those who were beside us in our
youth are to be given by us to those whom we shall find ourselves beside when we are well along
the path of the sacred race of which the Apostle speaks. It is the sacred task of every Christian to
take part in this ministry, both individually and collectively. And it is a task that we have made
sacred here in our God-guarded city.
In this community, in the past two years, we have not limited this to simply passing the traditions
amongst ourselves. We have undertaken an outreach ministry that has reached more people and
yielded more converts than at any prior time in our history. In this community, we have instituted
a year-round Adult Study program—without any substantial breaks—where we cover a variety
of topics at the request of the faithful. In this community, we have established a full and growing
cycle of weekly worship, where services are offered by the priest and the people four times each
week, rather than simply on Sundays.

All of this puts us at the forefront of spiritual and institutional growth within the Archdiocese as
a whole. And none of this could have taken place, nor could it continue to take place, without the
support of you, our faithful parishioners. We need that support to continue if we are to continue
succeeding in our mission and exceeding expectations. Indeed, we need more of it! There are
areas where we need more people to volunteer their time and talents. The Choir is in need of
people to offer their voices to God in praise. The Altar is always open to those who would serve
with the angels at the divine services. The Sunday School stands in need of instructors to rear our
children in the faith of their fathers. The various ministries are looking for devoted servant-leaders
to heed Christ’s call. And we could always use more volunteers at our Bake Sales!
And yes, beloved faithful, we need your financial support as well. For the fact is that if we are to
continue to grow in our mission, financial growth needs to be a part of the picture. If you are a
current steward, I would ask you to pray humbly and in gratitude before God. Ask Him if you are
able to sacrifice more for Him and his Ministries. And do not feel guilty if, having prayed on it,
the answer is no! The Lord values whatever we are able to give, and asks only that we give it
freely and in love for Him, as well as for our brothers and sisters.
Yet the majority of growth, if it is to come, will come from those who have not pledged recently.
If you are not a steward of the Church, or have not been for some time, I would humbly ask you
to prayerfully consider how much you value her presence in your life. I would ask you to consider
that your active expression of the answer to that question is what allows the church to continue
to be present in our lives. Without active stewardship of her ministries, we shall certainly fail. To
put it bluntly: Though the church will always continue to exist throughout the world, our little
parish here in Lexington will not. And while we are growing now, we need to continue to build
on that momentum if we are to secure the future of this community, that our sacred traditions may
be held by our children’s children, and that we may continue to sow the seeds of the Gospel
throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky. I pray that we join together in this task, and enjoy
many fruitful years ahead giving others what we, ourselves, have been blessed to receive from
God!
With every pastoral blessing upon all
of you for a blessed year ahead, I
remain,

Fr. William

President’s Notes
By: Delores Minor
I want to thank our Parish for supporting me as Parish Council President for the 2018-2019 term.
If we continue to work as a team, we can accomplish much. As we move forward into 2020,
please take a moment to complete your Stewardship pledge card. This allows our parish council
to then plan for the year. Father William’s letter outlining the purpose of stewardship was very
succinct. I encourage you to review his thoughts on this important part of church support. I hope
that all of you find something to be a part of in our parish to help you feel more connected. Trust
me, all parish members’ help is needed. The stewardship card outlines areas for you to indicate
in which you have an interest. Or if you need some ideas, I will be glad to brainstorm with you.
We all have busy lives, but I find peace and calmness when I attend church services and
participate in church activities. I hope that you experience this as well. May you have a blessed
New Year.

House Blessing Information
As is our practice, following
Theophany, the Priest goes
around town blessing the homes
of the faithful. There are forms
to sign up located in the Social
Hall throughout the month of
January, following each Divine
Liturgy after Theophany. In an
attempt to cover everyone, these
days and times will vary. Please
utilize the forms in the Social
Hall to sign up, and observe the
directions contained thereon. House blessings are done by appointment throughout the rest of the
year, but during the season of Theophany they are only done via the Sign-Up sheets present in
the Social Hall during the Agape Fellowship. In the interests of fairness to all, no exceptions to
this policy will be made.

Stories from the Holy Hill
By: Alyssa Eliopoulos, Seminarian
Christ is born glorify him! I cannot begin to
tell y’all how much I am loving my time at
the seminary, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology. I have completed my first
semester of six semesters and have so many
stories to tell! At the beginning of the
semester I didn’t know a soul from Adam, but
now I could not be happier to call these
people my παρεα! As a large group we have
danced at a plethora of Greek Festivals, held
snow ball battles, visited Agia Skepi
Monastery in Whitehaven Pennsylvania and
vacationed in Maine and New Jersey. This semester I have been blessed with so many
opportunities to serve God! Aside from being so blessed to attend chapel twice a day, I have
learned how women can serve the church in more
ways than most would think. As part of the chapel
service group I tend the candles and vigil boxes, cut
prosfera, maintain the narthex, deep clean the chapel
weekly and welcome all new visitors. This semester I
learned to make prosfera! Tuesday nights in the
kitchen with my classmates has quickly turned into
my favorite night of the week! We all pray, sing, and
joke around while making the week’s required
prosfera. My field placement for Youth Ministry this
year is running a weekly youth ministry program for
children aged 4-14 who live on campus. I have 17 children, some are children of students and
some are children of professors, who show up on Saturdays to learn about Christ with fun
activities! Thank you to each
and every one of you whom
have inspired me to pursue
this path of serving our Lord
Jesus Christ. As my mother
Kristin Eliopoulos says, I am
living my best life possible
learning to serve our Church!
I miss each and every one of
you and will continue to pray
for
yall’s
health
and
happiness in 2020. Please
pray for me as well.

Philoptochos Corner
By: Carolyn Janssen
Happy New Year! By the time you read this our annual Vasilopita Auction to benefit St. Basil’s
Academy will be over. I thought it would be a good time to talk a bit about the Academy. The
Academy provides love, shelter, food, education, protection and a home for orphans, children of
chronically ill or destitute parents or children from broken homes. The Academy administers to
the whole child; mind, body and spirit and offers shelter, protection, love and education the
children who live there. Parishes all over the US hold this event every year and the combined
amount disbursed between 1998 –2018 was $8,155,443.00! If you would like to learn more about
St. Basil’s Academy you can go to stbasil.goarch.org. Throughout each year we contribute too
many worthwhile local organizations. Each month we also contribute to the philanthropic efforts
of our National Organization as well. I will try this year to highlight the amazing work that
Philoptochos does on a National level. We are a busy group, we work hard, but we also have
made wonderful friendships, learned new skills, laughed a lot and are supported by a wonderful
and loving congregation. Thank you for of your support in all of our efforts.

I’ll Help You All The Way Home.
Thomas P. Finsand, Realtor®, ABR®, SRS®

859 940 2447
tpfinsand@yahoo.com

Check out Our Bookstore!
With new items coming in each month, our Bookstore is finally up and running. We have a variety
of devotional items and spiritual reading available. Whether you are looking for a book to give a
friend, some stickers for the kids, or a prayer rope, we have you covered!

FiftyUp
By: Jim Hangis
Our FiftyUp Group,
is planning a Brown
Bag Luncheon on
January 18, 2020 at
12:00 pm Noon, in
the Social Hall at the
church.
We are
going to be doing
some planning for
the New Year! Bring
your own lunch &
drinks. Everyone in
the parish who is
over 50 years of age
is
welcome
to
attend! Kitty & Jim.

2020-2021 Parish Council Approved by Metropolis
We have received the ratification of our recent Parish Council from the Metropolis of Detroit.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the elections, as well as to those who have agreed to
volunteer their time to serve Christ and His Church! The new Executive Board will be elected at
the January Meeting. The Parish Council Members for 2020-2021 will be as follows:

Ron Adkins
Virgil Cornea
Crist Creona
Nick Douglas
Dennis Karounos
Ken Kiriacopoulos
Delores Minor
Daniela Moga
Vlad Radulescu
Peter Sawaya
Joel Scott

January 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1 Feast of the

Circumcision of the Lord

Thu
2

6:00 PM – Vespers
6:45 PM – Adult Study

5 Eve of Theophany

9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy
12:00 PM – Vasilopita
Auction

12 House Blessing

Sign-Ups after Service
9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

19 House Blessing

Sign-Ups after Service
9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

26 House Blessing

Sign-Ups after Service
9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

6 Theophany

9:00 AM – Matins,
Liturgy, and Agiasmos

7

8

9

6:00 PM – Vespers
6:45 PM – Adult Study

13

14

15

16

21

22

28

29
6:00 PM – Vespers
6:45 PM – Adult Study

Altar Servers: Fr. William, Joel Scott, Michael Knierim
Adult Education: Fr. William, Elizabeth Smith
Cantors: Chrisi Karounos, Nick Douglas, Chris Covington
Choir: Helen Pantazakos
GOYA: Sarah Nash, Mandy Xenos, Emily Wines
FiftyUp: Jim Hangis
Philoptochos: Carolyn Janssen
Sunday Church School: Delores Minor
Y’ALL: Angela Brown

4

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

6:00 PM – Great Vespers
6:45 PM - Confession

10

11

17

12:00 PM – Philoptochos
Christmas Luncheon at
Sutton’s
6:00 PM – Great Vespers
6:45 PM - Confession

18

12:00 PM – FiftyUp
Brown Bag Luncheon

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

23

6:00 PM – Vespers
6:45 PM – Adult Study

27

Sat

3

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

7:00 PM – Parish Council 6:00 PM – Vespers
Meeting
6:45 PM – Confession

20

Fri

30

NO VESPERS

24

25

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

6:00 PM – Great Vespers
6:45 PM - Confession

31
6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

President: Delores Minor
Vice President: Vlad Radulescu
Secretary: Peter Sawaya
Treasurer: Dennis Karounos
Members: Ronald Adkins, Virgil Cornea,
Crist Creona, Nick Douglas, Ken
Kiriacopoulos, Daniela Moga, Joel Scott

