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Christmas 2019

The Paradox and the Hope of the Incarnation
By: Fr. William
Though some recent attempts have been made to discredit it among the
unlearned, the Incarnation of Christ is a historical fact. We find his presence
in history recorded in the writings of Tacitus and Josephus, as well as in the
recorded sayings of the early Rabbis, in addition to the Gospels. Yet this
reality is presented to us in terms of a great paradox: the most momentous
event in the history of man, unfolding without exhibition; the greatest story
ever told, presented without pageantry. For we find that, in the instant of His
Incarnation, Christ’s presence was barely known to the world. He who was
the King of the World, entered into that world as an unassuming infant in a tiny cave in Judea.
The Mother and Child, depicted in radiant cloth of gold in our patronal icon, were clothed in rags
of homespun as they huddled together against the cold of that dark night.
And in the beginning of this story, we feel both a twinge of loneliness, and a tinge of expectation.
At first, in the solitude of the Cave, the Holy Family was alone; but then the world began to take
notice. The Shepherds, informed by the angels, left their flocks in the fields that they might see
Him Who would gather all men into His own flock. The Magi, following a star, left their homes
in the distant East, and found the Light of the World in the darkness of the Cave. The earthly king
Herod, terrified by the coming of the King, sent out his swordsmen to slaughter the infants in an
effort to exterminate the name of God from the face of the earth.
At this point, we might do well to reflect where we ourselves might have been cast in that ancient
drama. What would we have made of the intimate spectacle of the Holy Family? Would we have
found ourselves lighthearted and ready to listen to God’s call in the fields with the shepherds?
Would we have found ourselves actively seeking it, no matter the cost or the distance, with the
Magi? Or would we have found ourselves on the side of Herod and the world into which Christ
came, occupied fully with our own plans, fearful for the things of the world, and incensed that we
should be inconvenienced by something so small, and yet so great? To put it simply, my friends:
Where would we be in the Icon of the Nativity? Would we be there at all? And if we were to be
found, what should we be found to be doing?

This question is of paramount importance, and our
answer to it, given each day by our actions, shows
whether the reality of the Incarnation has borne
results in our own lives. At Christmas, we both give
and receive gifts, in a ritual that has become as
synonymous with the holiday as it is symbolic of the
original action of God in the lives of men. For from
that very first Christmas, we have been given and
received the greatest gift of all: the God who exists
outside of Creation, made present in our lives on this
earth. And this gift, two millennia ago, was given to
us, to be given to the entire world.
This is a gift that is meant to be regifted! And we
need not fear that we lose something in giving the
love of Christ which we have received to others.
Once present in our lives, the Light of Christ can
never be exhausted; the reality of Christ’s Love only
grows, so long as we are willing to keep the flame
burning. That hope which was enthroned in the heart
of the Virgin, that hope which summoned the
Shepherds to the Cave, and that hope which shone
forth from the Star to guide the Magi is the same
hope which is alive in our individual lives, and, when we come together, in this eucharistic
community which exists to give thanks to Him for His great gift. It is a hope that shall never
wane, and a hope which continues to guide us all, that we might truly become the Light of Christ
in Kentucky. The true reality of the Incarnation of Christ is manifested in our lives when we work
in concert with Him to transform the world. But we must begin, my friends, by allowing him to
transform our own lives.
With every pastoral blessing that you
and yours share in this reality and
enjoy a Merry Christmas, I remain,

Fr. William
President’s Notes
By: Delores Minor

The Christmas season is a chance to wish all of you well and hope for joy in your lives. As we
close out 2019 and move forward, I want to thank all of you for your active involvement in our
parish. May we continue to thrive and be able to offer prayers to all of you. Blessings to all of
you always.

Christmas Pageant
On December 15, we held our annual Christmas Pageant. The youth performed brilliantly, and
the entire thing went off without a hitch… although there was a brief moment where Baby Jesus
was taken from his manger by the Priest’s daughter. Fortunately, she agreed to exchange the
Infant for a stuffed fluffy-sheep. Thank you to Mandy Xenos, who agreed to chair the Pageant,
as well as to all of the parents and youth who participated!

Forgot to get a Gift? Check out our Bookstore!
Did you forget to get a gift for someone this Christmas? We’ve got you covered! Check out our
newly reopened Bookstore, where you will find a variety of ornaments, books, and other
Christmas and Orthodox items!

House Blessing Information
As is our practice, following Theophany,
the Priest will go around town blessing the
homes of the faithful. There will be forms
to sign up located in the Social Hall
throughout the month of January,
following each Divine Liturgy. In an
attempt to cover everyone, these days and
times will vary. Please utilize the forms in
the Social Hall to sign up, and observe the
directions contained thereon. House
blessings are done by appointment throughout the rest of the year, but during the season of
Theophany they are only done via the Sign-Up sheets present in the Social Hall during the Agape
Fellowship. In the interests of fairness to all, no exceptions to this policy will be made.

I’ll Help You All The Way Home.
Thomas P. Finsand, Realtor®, ABR®, SRS®

859 940 2447
tpfinsand@yahoo.com

Caroling Ministry
On December 14, following the rehearsal for our Christmas Pageant and a reception, our youth
ventured out to see some of those who are unable to make it to Church. It was an opportunity to
teach them about the service that their predecessors in the faith have rendered, as well as how
their own service will be valued by those who come after them. Thank you to all of the families
who participated!

FiftyUp Christmas Luncheon at Sutton’s
On December 14, our FiftyUp Fellowship enjoyed a day out at the annual Christmas Luncheon.
This year, we went to Sutton’s on Locust Hill. Thanks go out to everyone who came for the
fellowship, and special thanks to Jim and Kitty for organizing the event! Merry Christmas!

