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Priest’s Report: Metropolis of Detroit Clergy-Laity
By: Fr. William
I am happy to report that, as we have come to expect, the financial and
pastoral status of the Metropolis of Detroit is fundamentally sound. There
was not a single bit of contention over any issue or issues at the Plenary
Session, and the focus of the entire event remained on celebrating His
Eminence’s 20th anniversary of His enthronement as our hierarch. May God
grant us many, many years under His archpastoral care!
Many of the learning groups at the Metropolis of Detroit Clergy-Laity dealt
with examining how we might help the non-Orthodox community around us
to become aware of our mission, as well as the ways in which we might
successfully engage in outreach ministry. As you will know, this is an issue that is near and dear
to my heart. It is also one that is essential to the survival of the Church and the spread of the
Gospel. To be frank, the Church has not done well in the past, as I highlighted in our Lenten
Retreat this year [Making Disciples of All Nations: Building an Outreach Oriented Parish]. And
the legacy of this is reflected in the data: Indeed, the average Orthodox parish sees approximately
1.2 converts a year.
At Holy Mother Queen of All, we are well ahead of the curve on this particular issue, which is a
testament to the character of our faithful. Here in Lexington, we have already implemented many
of the more innovative practices discussed, and are even working in exciting ways and employing
methods that were not discussed as well! This is why we have seen a large number of converts at
this parish, and this is what we must continue to do, both to thrive as a parish, and to fulfill our
calling as servants of Jesus Christ and His Gospel. Last year, alone, there were 10 adults called
to Christ in our parish—nearly ten-times the national average for Orthodox parishes! Already this
year we have had four adults called to our community by God, and pray that the Lord will call
more to the faith after the conclusion of our Orthodoxy 101 session in November. We have
accomplished all of this, through the grace of Almighty God, as a small parish, in a mid-sized
city, where there are two other options for those who wish to embrace Orthodoxy. Glory be to
God in all things!

There were two considerations which I feel were not adequately addressed during the discussions
at the conference. Fortunately, we have already encountered and surmounted these issues as a
parish, but it is important to revisit them that our understanding might be confirmed. The first
consideration is that there is no conflict between outreach for the sake of the Gospel and outreach
for the sake of parish stability. Successful outreach presupposes a dedication to our obligation to
spread the Gospel for the sake of Christ and the light of the world. It also, however, requires that
we consider the concrete situation of the parish in the present. While this is often presented as an
either-or proposition, we must recognize that there is no intrinsic conflict between looking at what
we need to survive and thrive as a community, and being aware of our bare obligation to spread
the Gospel out of love. Indeed, a thriving parish is indicative of a community founded on and
grounded in the Gospel. This is a misunderstanding that I feel will be rectified as parishes begin
to see the fruits of successful outreach ministry. Indeed, some of you will remember that this issue
came up in our parish a couple of times over the course of the past couple years, but that as we
began to see real growth as a community we discovered the two concepts are inseparable. May it
be so elsewhere!
The second consideration follows from the first, and it is something we have emphasized here in
our parish efforts: Both the “why” and the “how” are important. This was not something that was
so much mistaken, as it was overlooked. We focused a great deal on the theory of branding,
evangelism, and the like. Discussions of specific practical applications, however, tended to fold
back into basic conversations about identity (i.e. “Who are we?”; “What do people think about
us?”; etc.). This is a challenge facing anyone who takes up outreach ministry; it is always
uncomfortable to think about doing new and specific things, especially if they differ from the way
we have done things in the past! Yet, in spite of this, many of the things that we have found most
successful in our parish family have been precisely these practical aspects, and they have
represented changes from the ways we used to do things. Social Media promotion is a practical
application which has helped to raise our profile in the local community and get our message out.
Retention methods, from coffee hour to our fellowship ministries, are practical applications which
have helped to keep those who converted active in the life of the Church. Even something as
simple as web-design, and ensuring that we are able to be found by others involves a variety of
practical methods and applications, which have led many who were looking for Orthodoxy to
find it here at Holy Mother Queen of All. No amount of discussing “Who we are” will ever be a
substitute for people actually getting out and applying themselves to the Gospel as part of a
coordinated Outreach Ministry, and this is something that is most successful if the laity are
involved and working closely with the clergy. I am grateful for all of your efforts in this regard!
One additional thing that we all must be aware of as parishes of the Metropolis of Detroit is that
different strategies will be required for different communities and situations. A large parish or
one in a major urban area may or may not enjoy success with the strategies that work here in
Lexington, KY. Our parish may or may not enjoy success with strategies that worked for another
small parish in a mid-sized city that had no other Orthodox parishes. And what we have done
here, being dependent upon the active participation of the lay-faithful would simply be impossible
in a parish where the faithful were not as invested or involved. While there are general principles
which prevail, each parish Outreach Ministry must be designed and coordinated in consideration
of the specific situation of the local parish.

The Metropolis of Detroit, under the forward-thinking guidance of His Eminence, Metropolitan
NICHOLAS, is at the forefront of these efforts to evangelize America, and we, in Lexington,
have positioned ourselves at the tip of the spear, through employing new and innovative strategies
successfully in a local environment replete with challenges. His Eminence announced an
Outreach and Evangelism Committee, composed of Frs. Cosmin Sicoe (Ft. Wayne) and John
Boukis (Louisville) which should help to coordinate the efforts of the various parishes, as well as
to look at what works and what does not work when it comes to Orthodox evangelism. It was also
announced that there are efforts underway to create a database where all of the tools and efforts
that each parish utilizes will be made available to be shared with the other communities. As this
vehicle for parishes to share what they are doing becomes available, our Holy Mother Queen of
All parish family will, indeed, have many proven and successful strategies and tools to share with
other parishes around the Metropolis. This is a great gift and a blessing for which I thank
Almighty God, as well as you all for your tireless efforts on behalf of evangelism.
With gratitude for the archpastoral
care of His Eminence, and for the
people of God in Lexington, I remain,

Fr. William
I’ll Help You All The Way Home.
Thomas P. Finsand, Realtor®, ABR®, SRS®

859 940 2447
tpfinsand@yahoo.com

President’s Notes

By: Delores Minor
I heard a discussion the other day about the fall being a good time to reset priorities as we move
into the fall months. Many of us have been in summer mode and now that children are back in
school it is an easier transition to get ourselves back in to a routine. Take a look at all of the
church service options and give some of the services you have not routinely attended a try! There
is Wednesday Vespers with an Orthodoxy 101 class. After the September 4 Vesper service, over
20 parishioners attended, took part in the pot luck/pizza and participated in the Orthodoxy 101
class Father is offering. Friday’s Paraklesis service allows you to submit names asking the
Theotokos to intercede for the living. This provides for a calming moment in your life to be doing
something for someone else. Saturday Vespers is a great way to participate in evening prayers
and then there is Sunday Matins and Divine Liturgy. Aside from services, there are other ongoing
church ministries occurring – Philoptochos, Fifties Up, Y’ALL. Our Parish Council is sponsoring
the December Bake Sale which means we need all hands on deck to help with the weekly baking.
So as the cooler weather begins to take over, choose one of the many options to participate in
your church community!! I think you will find a sense of peace and a way to connect with others.

President’s Report: Metropolis Clergy-Laity
By: Delores Minor
As your Parish Council President, I was blessed to be given the opportunity to attend the
September 2019 Metropolis of Detroit Clergy-Laity & Philoptochos Conference which was held
in Troy, Michigan. I attended all the sessions offered and found it enlightening to interact with
fellow Orthodox delegates and priests. I think it is important to note that while each parish in the
Detroit metropolis is unique, we all share very similar challenges along with having notable
successes.
As your designated Parish Youth Administrator, I found the session on the Youth Protection
Policy most beneficial. The Director and Compliance Officer for the Archdiocese of America,
Father Earl Cantos, clearly outlined the steps each parish must follow to be in compliance with
the youth safety policy. Eva Kokinos Konstantakos, the Detroit Metropolis Youth Director, also
conducted a follow up session to address any additional questions and to provide clarification.
Father and I will be communicating with our parishioners the specifics to ensure that our parish
is in compliance with this policy. I encourage all parents and members working with our youth,
to follow the simple steps we will share, so that we can continue all of our youth related ministries
for our church.
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas was honored at a banquet for his twenty years of service as
the Metropolitan of the Detroit Diocese. It was a joyous and moving occasion as we heard from
many who praised his Eminence’s service and his guidance for a well-run, financially sound
metropolis. I appreciate the opportunity provided to me by all of you and look forward to our
continued successes.

Orthodoxy 101:
Open House Kickoff Recap
On September 4, we kicked off our 2019 Orthodoxy 101 session with an Open House. We
celebrated Vespers together with our visitors, enjoyed a pizza fellowship dinner, and then Fr.
William gave a presentation entitled The Church through the Ages, which was an entertaining,
and at times humorous, journey though the history of the Orthodox Church.

GOYA Trip to Champs
On September 14, our GOYA youth went to Champs for Laser Tag, roller skating, video games,
mini golf, and more. If you want to know how much fun they had, note that only 2/3 of them were
able to tear themselves away from the activities to make a group picture at the end! Would you
and your family like to join the fun next time? Anyone interested in GOYA should contact Sarah
Nash or Fr. William.

October 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

6:30 PM – Y’ALL Dinner 6:00 PM – Vespers
at Athenian Grill (Locust 7:00 PM – Orthodoxy
Hill)
101 (Theology I: The
Trinity and Christology)

6

9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

7

8

9

9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

14

15

16

10

9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy
12:00 PM – Philoptochos
Chili Cookoff

27

9:00 AM – Matins and
Liturgy

21

22

23

29

30

5

11

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

17

24

6:00 PM – Vespers
7:00 PM – Orthodoxy
101 (Praxis: Worship)

28

Sat

NO GREAT VESPERS

12
2:00 PM – FiftyUp Train
Trip

6:00 PM – Vespers
7:00 PM – Orthodoxy
101 (Theology III:
Christian Anthropology)

20

4

NO PARAKLESIS

6:00 PM – Vespers
7:00 PM – Parish Council 7:00 PM – Orthodoxy
Meeting
101 (Theology II: The
Sacraments and the
Eucharist)

13

Fri

6:00 PM – Great Vespers
6:45 PM - Confession

18

19

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

6:00 PM – Art Auction

25

26

6:00 PM – Paraklesis
6:45 PM - Confession

6:00 PM – Great Vespers
6:45 PM - Confession

10:00 AM – Nature Walk

31

6:00 PM – Vespers
7:00 PM – Orthodoxy
101 (Praxis: Faith and
Morality)

Altar Servers: Fr. William, Joel Scott, Michael Knierim
Adult Education: Fr. William, Elizabeth Smith
Cantors: Chrisi Karounos, Nick Douglas, Chris Covington
Choir: Helen Pantazakos
GOYA: Sarah Nash, Mandy Xenos, Emily Wines
FiftyUp: Jim Hangis
Philoptochos: Carolyn Janssen
Sunday Church School:Delores Minor, RET Team
Y’ALL: Alyssa Eliopoulos, Joel Scott, Angela Brown

President: Delores Minor
Vice President: Vlad Radulescu
Secretary: Peter Sawaya
Treasurer: Dennis Karounos
Members: Virgil Cornea, Nick Douglas,
Thomas Finsand, Ken Kiriacopoulos, Joel
Scott, Elizabeth Smith, Eleftherios Xenos

Art Auction Fundraiser + October 19!
Holy Mother Queen of All (Panagia Pantovasilissa) will be hosting an art auction on October
19, 2019. The preview is at 6:00 PM and the auction begins at 7:00 PM. Tickets are $20.00
per person. See the flyer. Vlad Radulescu is the chair of the committee for the art auction and
he will be calling on some of you to help with the auction.
We will be limiting the number of attendees to around 180. We receive a commission of the
artwork sold such that the tickets should be sold to potential art buyers. The company handling
the auction is Marlin Art of New York. You can go to their website www.marlinart.com and
purchase art prior to the auction. If you note that you are purchasing for Holy Mother queen
of All we will receive credit. Marlin Art company is a reputable art company that has been in
business for over 50 years. Some art auction committee members have dealt with Marlin for
over 20 years without any complaints from buyers.
There are several reasons why you should attend the auction and invite your colleagues and
friends:
A. It is fun. If you have never been to an art auction you will enjoy learning about
art and artists. You will also enjoy watching a lively auction going on for the
same piece of art. An entire evening of fun for two people at a cost of $40.00.
B. The company doing the auction is reputable. They will not allow you to
overbid the retail value of an artwork.
C. There is no high pressure to buy. Buy only what you want.
D. All art is professionally framed.
E. No sales tax.
F. If you like a piece of art but it is stretching your budget, payments can be made
on a credit card over several months with no interest.
G. You can request on your ticket that hand-blown glass, sculptures, jewelry, and
sports memorabilia can be brought to the auction by Marlin in case you are
running out of wall space.
H. The artwork makes an impressive home warming gift for family and friends.
If you need a ticket(s) or willing to sell tickets to people, please contact Ron Adkins. He will
supply you with tickets. The ticket buyer needs to fill out the bottom of the ticket with any art
requests along with $20.00 for the ticket. We need to have the tickets sold and art requests
sent to Marlin Art by October 4. As such, all monies and tickets stubs need to be returned to
Ron Adkins by October 4.

Sponsored by

Holy Mother Queen of All
(Panagia Pantovasilissa) Greek Orthodox Church)

Please join us on

Saturday, October 19, 2019
At

3001 Tates Creek Road
Lexington, KY 40502
Preview: 6:00 PM
Auction: 7:00 PM
Admission: $20 per person
DOOR PRIZES
Wine and Hors D’Oeuvres served during the Preview
Checks and Major Credit Cards Accepted ~ Featuring Art in All Media & Price Ranges

Art selections may include:
AGAM
CHAGALL
HAENRAETS
NEIMAN
SHVAIKO
ZULE

ALVAR
DELACROIX
KUN
PATCHELL-OLSON
TARKAY

BORELLI
FAZZINO
PETER MAX
ROCKWELL
WISSOTZKY

BOULANGER
GHAMBERO
BEN SIMHON
ROTHENBERG
WOOSTER-SCOTT

BRODINSKY
YUVI
EBGI
SCHLUSS
WYETH

Please show your support today!!!
Purchases made through the website www.marlinart.com prior to
the auction will also be credited to
Holy Mother Queen of All

Auction conducted by:

