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Christmas 2018 
 

Merry Christmas to All, and a Blessed New Year!
 

This year’s pastoral Christmas message is offered by our priest in 
memory of his brother in altar service David Shamieh (+2018), the 
faithful Ecclesiarch, who served at Christ’s altar in Lexington for 
decades. May he serve as faithfully at the Eternal Liturgy in Heaven.  
 

When I look back on the past year, and, indeed, on all of the time which we 

have been blessed to spend together in our beloved community, I am filled 

with gratitude. Gratitude for the faith of the people of Christ’s Church. 

Gratitude for the generosity of her stewards. Gratitude for being placed, by 

God and the bishop, in a community that brings the light of the Gospel and 

the warmth of the Incarnate Lord into our lives each and every day. Indeed, this year we have 

seen unprecedented blessings as God has continued to enliven our parish with His Holy Spirit, 

and to pour forth His grace.  
 

We have seen more people welcomed into Orthodoxy through our parish this year than at any 

time in our history. We have seen these new families, as well as some of our longtime 

parishioners, participate in each of our new and growing ministries. We have seen the people of 

God respond to His call to support the Church through their stewardship. We have expanded the 

liturgical life of the Church by offering the members of our parish family the opportunity to 

deepen their relationship with Christ through participating in the weekly Vespers, Paraklesis, and 

Great Vespers services. And we have seen our congregation at Vespers and Paraklesis grow to a 

number that would be the envy of parishes many times our size. 
 

None of this would have been possible without the faithful commitment of the people of Christ, 

and your devotion to the life granted in and through our blessed and God-guarded community. 

And all of this is evidence of the light that shines through each one of us as we strive, individually 

and collectively, to follow our Lord, God, and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
 

Yet, just as we follow Him today, so we marvel that He followed us, two millennia ago. He 

followed us into a world of pain and suffering, that he might lift us from the mire of our iniquity. 

He followed us, coming not as a king, robed in majesty and standing at the head of an army, but, 



rather, as an infant, swaddled in rags with only his parents, shepherds, and travelers to attend him. 

He followed us, my friends, for one simple reason: that He loved us. And he followed us for one 

single purpose: that He might save us. For, indeed, our long and sordid history between the Fall 

and the Incarnation proved to us that we could not save ourselves. 
 

And now, my friends, He calls us to offer His salvation to the world. For the greatest gift we 

might give to anyone, in a season of gifts, is the gift of eternal life offered through Christ. And 

though the world might balk at the thought, this is a gift worth being shared openly, vocally, and 

without fear. Christ, the Pre-Eternal Logos, did not fear to empty Himself and come to us as a 

humble babe. He did not fear to leave the throne of His Heavenly Temple to be born in the Cave.  
 

Let us not fear to leave the comfort of a world which tells us to eschew His teachings and ignore 

His earthly temple, the Church. Let us not fear to leave the comfort of our own lives, that we 

might spread His message. Let us not be drawn into the nonsense of a world which has already 

rejected Him, and which now seeks that we might do likewise, by enticing us with the sort of soft 

and senseless platitudes that are more pleasing to the deafened ears of the simple than is the 

roaring thunderclap of His eternal Truth. To do so would be a monstrous betrayal of all that He 

has offered us through His love and His sacrifice for our salvation, and for the life of the world. 

This year is proof that many in our beloved Commonwealth have heeded His call. This year is 

proof that we have heard His message. May we continue to shine with the light of the Star of 

Bethlehem, that those in the world may know that Christ dwells here among us! 
 

With every pastoral blessing as we prepare to 

welcome the Nativity of Our Lord, I remain 

        Fr. William 
 

Parish Council President’s Notes 

By: Delores Minor 

As we move through the holiday season of Thanksgiving and Christmas, we are often encouraged 

to pay it forward, to state out loud what we are thankful for, to greet someone new, to do a good 

deed. While none of us would disagree with the good behind these tasks, I would encourage all 

of us to not limit acts of kindness to specific holiday months but to pay it forward often!  I hope 

that we can enter a state of mindfulness in which all of us can dig deep within ourselves and 

determine what we can do to help others. 

I often find the holidays overwhelming so this season I will use my church as my anchor to help 

me focus on the good in people.  I will seek comfort in my church family and hopefully will be 

able to give of myself joyfully.  I hope that you too can find comfort in our Church Community 

during this holiday season.  

Thessalonians 5:18 — In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 



Sacramental Information 

Chrismations (Conversions to Orthodoxy)             

Chrismated: Trevor Welch                          Chrismated: Thomas Whiting       

    October 14, 2018                                            November 18, 2018       

Sponsor: Ken Kyriacopoulos   Sponsor: Katina Douglas  

 

Chrismated: Ann Welch   Chrismated: Cameron Whiting   

    October 14, 2018           November 18, 2018 

Sponsor: Kristin Eliopoulos   Sponsor: Hedy Stathis 

 

Baptisms      Weddings 

Baptized: Tessa Jean Redmon   Married: Callie Minor and 

    November 4, 2018    Tyler Gullett 

Sponsor: Elyse Allemagne     November 3, 2018 

       

2018 Parish Life: 

By the Numbers (as of December 11) 

[* - Signifies a Historical Record for our Parish; ** - Likely record by the end of 2018] 
 

Parish Growth     Stewardship 

8   Baptisms*     23   First Time Stewards* 

6  Chrismations*    90  Total Pledges 

10  Converts to Orthodoxy*  $127,300 Total Stewardship** 
 

Worship       Fellowship and Education 

4  Weekly Services*    7  Classes Offered* 

9  Altar Servers*    20  VCS Youth and Staff* 

10-15  Avg. Weekday Worshipers*  4  Weekly Services* 

 

Philoptochos Corner 
By: Carolyn Janssen 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! This time of year is a truly wonderful and magical one 

and Christmas is a holiday with a beautiful spirit and traditions.  The spirit of giving, expressing 

love and gratitude and a celebration of life help to make Christmas a very special time of year. 

The spirit of giving is truly what this season is all about and in that spirit, Philoptochos will be 

collecting coats, blankets, sweaters, socks, hats, mittens to make the winter season a little warmer 

for those in need. Please help us by bringing your donations to church. We will have an area 

designated for your donations. Some of your donations will go to the Catholic Action Center. 

When the temperature drops they send out a van to distribute blankets, coats etc to the homeless. 

Some will also be given to Nathaniel Mission. Thank you in advance for your help and generosity. 

May your Christmas be decorated with cheer and filled with love. Have a wonderful holiday! 

 



Tessa’s Baptism and the Hierarchical Visit of His 

Eminence, Metropolitan NICHOLAS 
By: Fr. William 
My wife and I, together with our families, were overjoyed to welcome our beloved hierarch, 

Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Detroit, to our parish, for the baptism of our daughter. Many Years 

unto His Eminence, and may He continue to grace us all with the mirror of Christ’s love!        

  
 

 



Weekly Opportunities for Worship and Fellowship 
 

Sunday 

9 AM - Matins and Liturgy 
This is the meeting of the Eucharistic community, the Body of Christ, on the Lord’s Day. It is the time we set 

aside to come together to receive God, that we might be united together with Him and in Him. The Liturgy, should 

be the most important thing in our weekly schedules. For the Christian, this day, and this service, is the center 

and source of life, given by Him Who is Life! Nothing can take precedence over receiving that which God offers 

to us! 

12 PM – Agape Fellowship 
This is the time when the Body of Christ, having received our Lord together, comes together to rekindle the bonds 

of fellowship that have just been set aflame by the reception of our Lord. 
 

Wednesday 

6 PM – Vespers 
This service is an opportunity to come together in the middle of the week to worship our Lord, and to recall the 

works of His saints. It gives us a chance to take stock of our lives and rededicate them to Him, as well as to reflect 

on how He has comforted, uplifted, and transformed us during the week. The is an opportunity to plug back in to 

the source of our power, to help us to get through the trials and tribulations of the weekly grind! 

6:45 PM – Orthodoxy 101 and Potluck 
On Wednesday nights, we gather together in a fellowship meal provided from the fruits of our labour, and we 

learn together about our faith. Currently, our curriculum is Orthodoxy 101, which is basic Christian catechism, 

and which represents an opportunity for inquirers into the faith to be introduced to Orthodoxy, as well as for 

current Orthodox Christians to expand upon their knowledge. Adult Study will continue on Wednesday nights 

throughout the year, though the format and topics will change from session to session. 
 

Friday 

6 PM – Paraklesis 
This service is an opportunity to ask the Theotokos, the Panagia Pantovasilissa, our beloved patron and God’s 

mother, to intercede with Him on our behalf, as well as on behalf of those whom we know who stand in special 

need of His grace due to challenges or suffering that they may face. Blank lists for names will be in the narthex 

before the Paraklesis. The names will then be added to the Proskomide service before the Liturgy on Sunday. The 

service has a special meaning to us, as the Theotokos is the patron of our community. Please note that, in contrast 

to the lists of names from the Dormition Fast, the lists of names for our weekly Paraklesis are not kept from week 

to week. 
 

Saturday 

6 PM – Great Vespers 
This is the service at which we prepare for and welcome the Lord’s Day, on the night before we gather together 

to receive Christ. At the midpoint of the service, when we sing “O Gladsome Light”, the Church, which was 

dimly lit, becomes awash with light. This is the transition from the Sabbath to the Day of the Lord, on which we 

shall receive His Body and Blood, thereby sacramentally becoming the Body of Christ. We gather the night before 

to prepare ourselves.   

7 PM – The Sacrament of Confession 
Though Confession is always available during the week by appointment, the time following the conclusion of 

Great Vespers is set aside for those among the faithful who feel burdened and wounded by sin to come to 

Confession as we prepare to receive our Lord the following day. We are all mired in sin; and we all need the 

sacrament. We are called to be perfect, and we all often fail. Let us run to the Master who, alone, understands. If 

you wish to confess, please plan to be at the Church by the conclusion of Great Vespers (approximately 6:45 PM). 



 December 2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

6:00 PM – Great Vespers 
7:00 PM –Confession 

2  

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

3  

 

4  

6:30 PM – Y’ALL Pasta 
and Packing 
 

5  

 

6  

 

7  

8:00 AM – Christmas 
Bake Sale 
6:00 PM – Paraklesis 
 

8  

8:00 AM – Christmas 
Bake Sale 
6:00 PM – Great Vespers 
7:00 PM –Confession 

9  

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

10  

 

11  

7:00 PM – Parish Council 

Meeting 

12  

6:00 PM – Vespers 
7:00 PM – Adult Study 

13  

 

14  

6:00 PM – Paraklesis 
 

15  

11:30 AM – FiftyUp 
Luncheon at Josie’s 
1:00 PM – Christmas 
Pageant Rehearsal 
3:00 PM – Caroling 
Ministry 

16  

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

12:00 PM – Christmas 

Pageant 

 

17  

 

18  

 

19  

6:00 PM – Vespers 
7:00 PM – Adult Study 

20  

 

21  

6:00 PM – Paraklesis 
 

22  

6:00 PM – Great Vespers 
7:00 PM –Confession 

23  

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

24 Christmas Eve 

6:00 PM – Vesperal 

Divine Liturgy 

25 Christmas 

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

26  

OFFICE CLOSED  

NO VESPERS 

27  

OFFICE CLOSED  

 

28  

6:00 PM – Paraklesis 
 

29  

6:00 PM – Great Vespers 
7:00 PM –Confession 

30  

9:00 AM – Matins and 

Liturgy 

31  

6:00 PM – Vespers 
7:00 PM – New Year’s 

Eve Party 

 

 
Altar Servers: Fr. William, Joel Scott, Michael Knierim  President: Delores Minor 

Adult Education: Fr. William, Elizabeth Smith   Vice President: Vlad Radulescu  

Cantors: Chrisi Karounos, Jacob Kaylor, Nick Douglas  Secretary: Peter Sawaya 

Choir: Helen Pantazakos      Treasurer: Dennis Karounos 

GOYA: Mandy Xenos       Members: Virgil Cornea, Nick Douglas, 

HOPE/JOY: Leslie Bliziotis        Thomas Finsand, Ken Kiriacopoulos, Joel 

FiftyUp: Jim Hangis         Scott, Elizabeth Smith, Eleftherios Xenos 

Philoptochos: Carolyn Janssen 

Sunday Church School: Aimee Cox 

Y’ALL: Alyssa Eliopoulos, Joel Scott, Angela Brown 



Pledged Stewards - 2018 
According to our parish records, the following chart represents a list of those who filled out a 

pledge card in 2018. We would also like to thank those who donated, even if they did not fill 

out a pledge card. We value all of the time, talent, and treasure that our faithful parishioners 

offer up to the Lord. If you have not yet offered or completed your stewardship for the year, we 

invite you to do so, and wish you a very Merry Christmas! 

 

Last Name First Name Last Name First Name Last Name First Name 

Adkins Ronald and Reva Gullett Tyler & Callie Minor Radulescu Vlad & Aurelia 

Azhar Sophia Hall Teresa Radulescu Sylvia 

Andres Doug & Christine Hangis Jim Radulescu Laura 

Annetts Brett & Rthie Hooper Michael Redmon Fr. Wiliam & Pres. Elizabeth 

Arimes Vickie Ionel Dan & Catalina & Dana Rice Sandra 

Bart Dana Janssen Carolyn Rogov Alex & Inga 

Brown Angela Karathanasis Tasios Sanhez Rhonda  

Campbell Philip & Sonia Karathanasis Demetrios & Ashley Sawaya Peter & Kallie 

Caras Dottie Karelis Thomas Sawaya Maria 

Carey Sugar Karounos Dennis & Chrisi Scalos James 

Chatzikos Marios Katsamakis Clifford & Yvonne Scott Joel 

Collis Bill & Connie Kekenes-Huskey Pete & Jessica Shahin Sumer 

Cornea Virgil & Mihaela Kiriacopoulos Ken & Kate Sideris Tony 

Cottrell Tom & LeeAnn Kleronomos Chris & Judy Smith Thomas & Elizabeth 

Covington Chris Koufiotis Georgios Smith Stephen & Gayana 

Cox Walter & Pam Levas Angel Smither Steven & Eugenia 

Cox Aimee Limperos Anthony Stathis George and Hedy 

Creona Crist Mashni Sam & Grace Tasagaris Antonis 

Dallas Dora Metry Habeeb Terrill Rebecca 

Day Jerry & Anna Mijatovic Blazan Thompson Randy & Tina 

Delvizis Thomas & Teresa Minor Tom & Delores Tofan Cristina 

Douglas Nick Moga Daniela Tourlos Marie 

Douglass Katina Ogadzhanova Paola Towner Jacob & Eleni 

Eliopoulos Chris & Kristin & Athan Otrokov Maxim & Eugenia Tsiang Sarah 

Eliopoulos Alyssa Ouraniou Louiza Tsiboukas Maria 

Ellis Stephen Pantazakos Helen Tsiboukas Ted & Lynn 

Finsand Thomas Pappas Maria & Georgios Tsiboukas Jean 

Finsand Marye Pappas Ilias & Rebecca Cox Varlan Peter 

Franceschelli Michael & Vicki Politis Maria Welch Ann & Trevor 

Ginosatis Demetri & Kaarin Pravosud Vira Xenos Lefteris & Mandy 

 

 

 

  I’ll Help You All The Way Home.  
Thomas P. Finsand, Realtor®, ABR®, SRS® 

859 940 2447 

  tpfinsand@yahoo.com 


